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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
By Patricia Edie 

M y husband, 
Jay, will often 

say that the only 
drawback to retire-
ment is that he never 
gets a “day off!”  I 

guess the same could be said for 
Omnilore.  With classes in session year-
round, we just flow from one trimester to 
the next without skipping a beat.  
Summer sessions have begun and we are 
already looking forward to the Fall 
Trimester.  Our Curriculum committee 
(Rick Spillane (Chair), Merle Culbert, 
Helen Leven, Norm Lobsenz, Sam 
Rifman, Mike Scordan and Tom 
Vincent) is already beginning the 
process to generate a list of stimulating, 
creative course offerings for Fall.  I am 
always so pleased to be able to tell 
prospective new members that one of the 
many unique benefits of the Omnilore 
Learning-in-Retirement experience is 
that we get to choose what we want to 
study by creating our own curriculum.  
That means that if there is a subject you 
have always wanted to explore, you have 
the opportunity to propose it as a study/ 

discussion group topic for consideration 
of the committee and, ultimately, of the 
membership.   The Curriculum 
Committee asks, entices, begs and 
pleads for your contributions.  It is not 
difficult to submit a suggestion. 

 There are Four Points to cover when 
writing up a course suggestion:   

1. The Course Subject - 2 or 3 
sentences telling the main topic 
idea for the course – What would 
the class be about? 

2. Research Topics  - List some areas 
of research that would flesh out this 
subject and show where members 
could go with this idea in their 
presentations. 

3. Book - Is there a book that could be 
used?  A book is not required for a 
class but it is often helpful.  
Sometimes a course is built around 
a book.  Other times, a book is an 
enhancement to a subject being 
explored. 

4. Coordination  - Would you be 
willing to coordinate this course?  
A simple yes or no. 

 There are forms 
available in Room 7 
that you can use to 
submit your ideas, or 
you can just write them 
out on a piece of paper.  
You can place sugges-
tions in the Curriculum Box in the 
cupboard in Room 7 or email them to   
Rick Spillane (rspillane@comcast.net) 

Our richness as an organization is that we 
are so diverse in our membership.  We 
come from many different life experiences 
and interests.  This richness can contribute 
to the uniqueness of our course offerings if 
you take the time to throw your ideas into 
the mix.  Remember, we are an active-
learning organization, meaning that we all 
participate in all aspects…from researching 
and giving presentations, to serving on 
committees, to coordinating classes to 
submitting course topic suggestions. No 
“bumps on a log” in Omnilore! 

As I write this article, there is one more presentation remain-
ing in our series History of American Film. 
Whether it was a powerful scene from Chinatown  presented 

by Dr. Rod Hernandez, a suspenseful clip from Rear Window presented by Dr. Jon 
Hauss, or a scene from Citizen Kane presented by Dr. Ed Whetmore, I found myself 
looking at movies that I have seen many times in a different light.  For example, I 
had thought of silent movies as primitive precursors to the “talkies” until Dr. Abe 
Ravitz demonstrated the art and skill of Mary Pickford’s screen acting.  We also saw 
the tango that Rudolf Valentino was famous for, and which I had only heard about in 
the past.  True art!  The response to the on-campus series has been great from Om-
niloreans, having broken attendance records with 60 people at many presentations. 
And as the Omnilore presentations took place, I had to tear myself away each 
Wednesday to go to Woodlands Hills to the Motion Picture and Television Fund 
(MPTV) retirement community.  Entertainment industry retirees fortunate enough to 
qualify to live in this Eden-like retirement community were eagerly awaiting our 
OLLIonline broadcast on The History of Film.  And what an interesting group of 
people!  I met the man who was responsible for the cowardly lion’s tail movements 
in the Wizard of Oz, the man who was responsible for the car-sinking-in-the-lake 
scene from Risky Business, and a woman who worked on location for many Westerns 
including True Grit.  At each broadcast several people in wheelchairs were brought 
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over from the hospital to participate.  
And seniors who have difficulty with 
mobility are the group that we had origi-
nally intended to reach with our      
OLLI online lifelong learning program. 
Following each broadcast at the MPTV, 
Dr. Lila Geller, CSUDH emeritus pro-
fessor, would engage the residents of the 
entertainment retirement community in a 
lively discussion of films, that in many 
cases, they had helped produce. 
It was amazing to discover the power of 
viewing short clips from the films so 
familiar to us.  The scene from Guess 
Who’s Coming to Dinner between Sid-
ney Poitier and his father, though short, 
seemed far more powerful and relevant 
than when I saw it many years ago. 
And thank you to the Omniloreans who 
decided to have a class on the 1950’s.  
That inspired Associate Dean Joanne 
Zitelli to plan a fall 2005 series which 
looks at feature films of the 1950’s in a 
historical context.  I look forward to 
another great series! 

Omnilore Website 
Having trouble finding our         
Omnilore website?  Remember, 
we are an organization so our 
address is Omnilore.org -  
NOT .com! 
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spends his spare time fixing up and 
“regrouping” the house. 
Prior to his retirement, Tom loved 
traveling.  He visited Europe several 
times, as well as China, Central America 
and North America.  For many years he 
was involved in playing duplicate bridge 
and was a member of the American 
Contract Bridge League. 
Active in Omnilore since his retirement, 
Tom became a regular at all Brown Bag 
Science meetings and the Computer & 
Technology Special Interest Group 
before being appointed as treasurer last 
January. 

A  native of Los Angeles, Tom 
Vincent, our treasurer, spent his 

pre -school years growing up in 
Maywood. 
At the age of five he moved with his 
family to Colorado, where he lived until 
he was 18 years old.  Upon returning to 
Los Angeles, he enrolled in UCLA 
where he majored in physics.  He began 
to work on the Apollo project in 
Downey and later returned to college to 
study for a Master’s degree in business 
administration. 
At the end of the Apollo program he 

went into computer programming for 
North American Aviation.  For three 
years he worked at TRW in Redondo 
Beach where he did scientific 
programming for satellites. 
He spent the final 25 years of his career 
at Xerox where he did programming for 
computer networks until his retirement 
in 2001. 
A widower for the past two years, Tom 
lives in Torrance with his dog, Basil.  
Tom and his wife of 37 years planned on 
staying in the house they bought in 1967 
for the rest of their lives.  Now Tom 

OMNILORE PROFILE – TOM VINCENT 

Thanks to all who attended our planning 
meeting and/or completed and returned 
our travel survey.  Your travel committee 
has been working hard to shape a travel 
program that enhances our learning ex-
periences and meets the desires of our 
membership in large.  From your re-
sponses we have gained new insight into 
achieving this goal. 

We received responses to our survey from over sixty people, all but a few of which 
felt a travel program would add to what they get from Omnilore.  Based on the 
results and from other comments, we believe there is sufficient interest in travel to 
proceed in the planning of a few new trips.  We found that about half the respond-
ers would be interested in a trip to British Columbia and the Canadian Rockies and 
we are planning a 12 or 13 day trip to coincide with the fall colors.  It would in-
clude Vancouver, Victoria, Whistler, Jasper, Lake Louise, Banff and Kelowna.  For 
the Spring of next year we are planning a trip to the Shakespeare Festival in Ash-
land, Oregon with a possible side trip to Crater Lake. 
We will need 20 to 25 people (Omniloreans, spouses and friends) to have our own 
custom tour.  Once a tour has been designed with dates and price 
we will ask for a small deposit to be sure there is sufficient interest.  
If you would like to help or desire more information please contact:  

 Emil Raulin [316-5750 - E-BRaulin@verizon.net] or 
 John Taber  [831-4768 - ledwards_92648@yahoo.com] 

Travel Program 
by John Taber 

A classic picture of what is known as the 
Canadian Rockies. The Angus Bowmer Theatre where the  

Shakespeare Festival is held in Ashland, Oregon 

A view of Lake Kelowna 
from the resort dining room. 

Beautiful Lake Louise (Banff National Park) 
with its view of Mount Victoria and  

some of its six breathtaking glaciers.   
Chateau Lake Louise is in the foreground. 

Crater Lake with its island lies within the caldera 
of Mt. Mazama, a volcano of the Cascade Range 

that erupted about 7,700 years ago. 

Vancouver, B.C. as seen from one of its many  
marinas. Below, Vancouver from a 180º vista, 

including mountains and islands. White section in  
the middle is the cruise ship accommodations.  
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by John Taber 

The Website Working 
Group (Myron Pullen, George Clark , Blanche Herring ,  
Mary Oran, Jay & Patricia Edie) are pleased to inform you that                         
Phase 2 of www.Omnilore.Org is almost ready for unveiling. 

 In the next couple of weeks you will receive specific instructions on how to enter 
the "Members Only"  section.  It is accessible only to current members of        
Omnilore and requires using a logon ID and a password.  Both of these will be 
sent to you. 

A word about this part of the website: 
We envision this "Members Only" section to be a place where you can go to re-
ceive timely communication and to send communication to the rest of the organi-
zation.  It will also be a resource to you, giving you access to updated Omnilore 
documentation. 
Over the next few months you will see the following items appear on this part 
of the website.  Continue to sign in to the site to see the latest additions.  

  1. Announcements  
  Check this regularly for noteworthy items that did not make it into the  
  newsletter. 

  2. Class Roster 
  Who is in what class and who is the coordinator?  You received this in  
  the mail but it is also here for ready recall. 

  3. Classroom Schedule 
  Forgot what room your class is in?  Want to see if a room is available  
  for a pre -meeting or committee meeting?  Carol Johnson will keep  
  this schedule current on the website. 

  4. Audio-Visual Equipment and Laptop Reservation Schedule 
  Lists of the equipment we have for use and its availability 

  5. Copies of handouts: 
   Presentation Pointers 
   New Member Guide 
   Coordinator Responsibilities 

  6. Organizational Chart 
  Forgot who does what?  Check the organizational chart. 

  7. Important Links 
  This is a resource of many links to other websites that members have  
  found helpful or interesting. 

  8. Newsletters  
  Current and previous copies of Omnilore Newsletters in beautiful living 
  color! 

  9. Omnilore Sounding Board 
  This is a bulletin board containing different subject discussion forums  
  where you can post questions or comments and reply to those posted by 
  other members.  We think this will be a very dynamic part of the website 
  and fun!  There are some specific instructions you will receive on how to 
  use this part of the website. 

The "Members Only" section of the website will continue to evolve.  We have 
some "sophisticated" ideas and we hope to get ideas from you as to what will con-
tinue to make this website a dynamic resource for all of us. 

DRUM ROLL 
PLEASE . . .  

by Patricia Edie 

On Friday, April 15, twenty-seven people 
braved the Metro light-rail transit system 
and a few miles of walking to hit some of 
Pasadena’s highlights.  Specifically, we 
had an architectural tour of the Caltech 
campus and the Pasadena Playhouse.  In 
each place we were led by knowledge-
able docents who explained historical and 
architectural aspects of their domains. 
We were told of “Thinker, Tinker and 
Stinker” the three men whose hard work 
created the great institution that Caltech 
is.  We saw old architecture as exempli-
fied by the Athenaeum and other old 
campus buildings, architecture of the 
sixties as exemplified by the Milliken 
Library and the Beckman Auditorium 
and new architecture such as the recently 
completed Broad facility. 
At the playhouse we were given a tour of 
much of the back-stage workings of a 
“thirties” era theater trying to keep up 
with modern techniques.  Until the 1960s 
the playhouse ran a drama school in 
which a significant number of well 
known actors polished their skills.  The 
Pasadena Playhouse is California’s offi-
cial state theater. 
Plans to see Pasadena’s beautiful City 
Hall and Public Library were canceled as 
most attendees desired to conserve their 
remaining stamina and begin the long 
ride home.  Most felt the tour to be re-
warding and the day a pleasant though  
tiring one.   

Broad Center for the Biological Sciences. Caltech’s 
new Brain Imaging Center is in the basement. 




