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Brown Bag Science
(Science for the Non-Scientist)

by George Clark

May 19: String Theory and The Universe

When we look at the world around us, chairs and tables appear solid, a
rock thrown into the air describes the predictable arc and falls to the
ground as we knew it would. We agree to meet for a class in Room 7

at 1:30 p.m. and everyone is there. Space has three dimensions. We
al pretty much agree what timeit is. Things make sense.

This is an illusion; the real world is much different. Chairs and

tables are amost entirely space. The rock movesin a straight line;

it isspacethat is curved. Empty spaceis not empty; thereisfrenetic
activity as particles pop into and out of existence. Time, itself, does
not march along steadily as it should, but is different for different ob-
servers. We would doubt the truth of these statements, but the same
equations that tell us these things allow us to make calculations that
agree with physical measurements to fantastic precision. The theo-

ries, however weird, must be true. As the late physicist Richard

Feynman concluded, nature is absurd.

Brown Bag Science is venturing into this absurd reality in a series of

panel discussions on string theory. The second in the series will be
held Thursday, May 19, at Noon in Room 7 The panel, John
Stevens, Dan Stern, and George Clark, will talk about the origins of
string theory, its goals, its successes, and its failures. |s everything
really made out of tiny vibrating strings? Why does anyone think it is?

June 16: Isthe World Running Out of Energy?

As the population of the world increases and more countries become
industrialized, the world's use of energy must increase. However,
the rate of production of the fossil fuels we depend upon most, oil,
coal, and natural gas, will peak in the next few years and must de-
crease from then on as resources are depleted. We are caught be-
tween increasing demand and shrinking supply. What can we do?
Wind power? Hydrogen fuel cells? Atomic energy? Will we have
to return to a less energy-dependent life style? Physicist Eugene
Turner will report on his energy research and discuss possible solu-
tions on Thursday, June 16, at Noon in Room 7.
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y  husband,

Jay, will often
say that the only
drawback to retire-
ment is that he never
gets a “day off!” |
guess the same could be said for
Omnilore. With classes in session year-
round, we just flow from one trimester to
the next without skipping a beat.
Summer sessions have begun and we are
aready looking forward to the Fall
Trimester. Our Curriculum committee
(Rick Spillane (Chair), Merle Culbert,
Helen Leven, Norm Lobsenz, Sam
Rifman, Mike Scordan and Tom
Vincent) is dready beginning the
process to generate a list of stimulating,
creative course offerings for Fall. |1 am
always so pleased to be able to tell
prospective new members that one of the
many unique benefits of the Omnilore
Learning-in-Retirement  experience is
that we get to choose what we want to
study by creating our own curriculum.
That means that if there is a subject you
have always wanted to explore, you have
the opportunity to propose it as a study/

y’CN@W MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT Thlere are forms
H@,\ HEN By Patricia Edie available in Room 7
that you can use to

discussion group topic for consideration
of the committee and, ultimately, of the
membership. The Curriculum
Committee asks, entices, begs and
pleads for your contributions. It is not
difficult to submit a suggestion.

There are Four Points to cover when
writing up a cour se suggestion:

1. The Course Subject - 2 or 3
sentences telling the main topic
idea for the course — What would
the class be about?

2. Research Topics - List some areas
of research that would flesh out this
subject and show where members
could go with this idea in their
presentations.

3. Book - Isthereabook that could be
used? A book is not required for a
class but it is often helpful.
Sometimes a course is built around
a book. Other times, a book is an
enhancement to a subject being
explored.

4. Coordination - Would you be
willing to coordinate this course?
A simpleyesor no.

submit your ideas, or
you can just write them
out on a piece of paper.
You can place sugges-
tions in the Curriculum Box in the
cupboard in Room 7 or email them to
Rick Spillane (rspillane@comcast.net)

Our richness as an organization is that we
are so diverse in our membership. We
come from many different life experiences
and interests. This richness can contribute
to the uniqueness of our course offerings if
you take the time to throw your ideas into
the mix. Remember, we are an active-
learning organization, meaning that we all
participate in all aspects...from researching
and giving presentations, to serving on
committees, to coordinating classes to
submitting course topic suggestions. No
“bumpson alog” inOmnilore!
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| Omnilore Website .

-“m Having trouble finding our .Um
Ufﬂ Omnilorewebsite_? Remember, 0m
L2 We are an organization so our '
-“m address is Omniloreorg - -0Fg

01 NOT .com! 0

Jim Bouchard

Learning Through Film

by Jim Bouchard
Coordinator, Lifelong Learning
College of Extended and International Education

OLLI

online

CSUDH

As| writethis article, there is one more presentation remain-
ing in our series History of American Film

Whether it was a powerful scene from Chinatown presented
by Dr. Rod Hernandez, a suspenseful clip from Rear Window presented by Dr. Jon
Hauss, or a scene from Citizen Kane presented by Dr. Ed Whetmore, | found myself
looking at movies that | have seen many times in a different light. For example, |
had thought of silent movies as primitive precursors to the “talkies’ until Dr. Abe
Ravitz demonstrated the art and skill of Mary Pickford’s screen acting. We also saw
the tango that Rudolf Valentino was famous for, and which | had only heard about in
the past. True art! The response to the on-campus series has been great from Om-

niloreans, having broken attendance records with 60 people at many presentations.

And as the Omnilore presentations took place, | had to tear myself away each
Wednesday to go to Woodlands Hills to the Motion Picture and Television Fund
(MPTV) retirement community. Entertainment industry retirees fortunate enough to
qualify to live in this Eden-like retirement community were eagerly awaiting our
OLLlonline broadcast on The History of Film And what an interesting group of
people! | met the man who was responsible for the cowardly lion’s tail movements
in the Wizard of Oz, the man who was responsible for the car-sinking-in-the-lake
scenefrom Risky Business, and a woman who worked on location for many Westerns
including True Grit. At each broadcast several people in wheelchairs were brought

0rd.0rg.0r9.0rq.0r4.0rg.0rg.0ra.0rg.019,00

over from the hospital to participate.
And seniors who have difficulty with
mobility are the group that we had origi-
nally intended to reach with our
OLLI online lifelong learning program.

Following each broadcast at the MPTV,
Dr. Lila Geller, CSUDH emeritus pro-
fessor, would engage the residents of the
entertainment retirement community in a
lively discussion of films, that in many
cases, they had hel ped produce.

It was amazing to discover the power of
viewing short clips from the films so
familiar to us. The scene from Guess
Who's Coming to Dinner between Sid-
ney Poitier and his father, though short,
seemed far more powerful and relevant
than when | saw it many years ago.

And thank you to the Omniloreans who
decided to have a class on the 1950's.

That inspired Associate Dean Joanne
Zitelli to plan a fall 2005 series which
looks at feature films of the 1950'sin a
historical context. | look forward to
another great series!



L4 OMNILORE NEWS vol 14 1ssue 3

3e

OMNILORE PROFILE — TOM VINCENT

A native of Los Angeles, Tom
Vincent, our treasurer, spent his
pre-school years growing up in
Maywood.

At the age of five he moved with his
family to Colorado, where he lived until
he was 18 years old. Upon returning to
Los Angeles, he enrolled in UCLA
where he majored in physics. He began
to work on the Apollo project in
Downey and later returned to college to
study for a Master’'s degree in business
administration.

At the end of the Apollo program he

e .

A classic picture of what is known as the
Canadian Rockies.

eles . . GRS s
Beautiful Lake Louise (Banff National Park)
with its view of Mount Victoria and
some of its six breathtaking glaciers.
Chateau Lake Louiseis in the foreground.

went into computer programming for
North American Aviation. For three
years he worked at TRW in Redondo
Beach where he did scientific
programming for satellites.

He spent the final 25 years of his career
at Xerox where he did programming for
computer networks until his retirement
in 2001.

A widower for the past two years, Tom
lives in Torrance with his dog, Basil.

Tom and hiswife of 37 years planned on
staying in the house they bought in 1967
for the rest of their lives. Now Tom

The Angus Bowmer Theatre where the
Shakespeare Festival isheld in Ashland, Oregon

Travel Program

by John Taber

Thanks to all who attended our planning
meeting and/or completed and returned
our travel survey. Your travel committee
has been working hard to shape a travel
program that enhances our learning ex-
periences and meets the desires of our
membership in large. From your re-
sponses we have gained new insight into
achieving thisgoal.

We received responses to our survey from over sixty people, all but afew of which

felt a travel program would add to what

they get from Omnilore. Based on the

results and from other comments, we believe there is sufficient interest in travel to
proceed in the planning of afew new trips. We found that about half the respond-
erswould be interested in atrip to British Columbia and the Canadian Rockies and
we are planning a 12 or 13 day trip to coincide with the fall colors. It would in-
clude Vancouver, Victoria, Whistler, Jasper, Lake Louise, Banff and Kelowna. For
the Spring of next year we are planning a trip to the Shakespeare Festival in Ash-
land, Oregon with a possible side trip to Crater Lake.

We will need 20 to 25 people (Omniloreans, spouses and friends) to have our own
custom tour. Once a tour has been designed with dates and price

we will ask for asmall deposit to be sure there is sufficient interest.

If you would like to help or desire more information please contact:
Emil Raulin [316-5750 - E-BRaulin@verizon.net] or
John Taber [831-4768 - ledwards_92648@yahoo.com]

spends his spare time fixing up and
“regrouping” the house.

Prior to his retirement, Tom loved
traveling. He visited Europe several
times, as well as China, Central America
and North America. For many years he
was involved in playing duplicate bridge
and was a member of the American
Contract Bridge League.

Active in Omnilore since his retirement,
Tom became aregular at all Brown Bag
Science meetings and the Computer &
Technology Special Interest Group
before being appointed as treasurer last
January.
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A view of Lake Kelowna
from the resort dining room.

Crater Lake with itsisland lies within the caldera
of Mt. Mazama, a volcano of the Cascade Range
that erupted about 7,700 years ago.

Vancouver, B.C. as seen from one of its many
marinas. Below, Vancouver from a 180° vista,
including mountains and islands. White sectionin
the middle is the cruise ship accommodations.
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DRUM ROLL
PLEASE . ..

by Patricia Edie

The Website Working # e ¢
Group (Myron Pullen, George Clark, Blanche Herrmg,
Mary Oran, Jay & Patricia Edie) are pleased to inform you that
Phase 2 of www.Omnilore.Org is almost ready for unveiling.

I'n the next couple of weeks you will receive specific instructions on how to enter

the "Members Only" section. It is accessible only to current members of
Omnilore and requires using alogon ID and a password. Both of these will be
sent to you.

A word about this part of the website:

We envision this " Members Only" section to be a place where you can go to re-
ceive timely communication and to send communication to the rest of the organi-
zation. It will also be a resource to you, giving you access to updated Omnilore
documentation.

Over the next few months you will see the following items appear on this part
of thewebsite. Continuetosignintothesiteto seethelatest additions.

1. Announcements

Check thisregularly for noteworthy items that did not make it into the
newsletter.

2. ClassRoster
Who isin what class and who is the coordinator? Y ou received thisin
themail but it isalso here for ready recall.

3. Classroom Schedule

Forgot what room your classisin? Want to seeif aroomisavailable
for apre-meeting or committee meeting? Car ol Johnson will keep
this schedul e current on the website.

4. AudioVisual Equipment and L aptop Reservation Schedule
Lists of the equipment we have for use and its availability

5. Copies of handouts:
Presentation Pointers
New Member Guide
Coordinator Responsibilities

6. Organizational Chart
Forgot who doeswhat? Check the organizational chart.
7. Important Links

Thisisaresource of many linksto other websites that members have
found helpful or interesting.

8. Newdletters

Current and previous copies of Omnilore Newsletters in beautiful living
color!

9. Omnilore Sounding Board

Thisisabulletin board containing different subject discussion forums
where you can post questions or comments and reply to those posted by
other members. We think thiswill be avery dynamic part of the website
and fun! There are some specific instructions you will receive on how to
use this part of the website.

The "Members Only" section of the website will continue to evolve. We have

some "sophisticated" ideas and we hope to get ideas from you as to what will con-
tinue to make this website a dynamic resource for all of us.

nir ATRE
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DZMODUDY

by John Taber

On Friday, April 15, twenty-seven people
braved the Metro light-rail transit system
and afew miles of walking to hit some of
Pasadena’s highlights. Specifically, we
had an architectural tour of the Caltech
campus and the Pasadena Playhouse. In
each place we were led by knowledge-
able docents who explained historical and
architectural aspects of their domains.

We were told of “Thinker, Tinker and
Stinker” the three men whose hard work
created the great institution that Caltech
is. We saw old architecture as exempli-
fied by the Athenaesum and other old
campus buildings, architecture of the
sixties as exemplified by the Milliken
Library and the Beckman Auditorium
and new architecture such as the recently
completed Broad facility.

At the playhouse we were given atour of
much of the back-stage workings of a
“thirties” era theater trying to keep up
with modern techniques. Until the 1960s
the playhouse ran a drama school in
which a significant number of well
known actors polished their skills. The
Pasadena Playhouse is California’s offi-
cial state theater.

Plans to see Pasadena’ s beautiful City
Hall and Public Library were canceled as
most attendees desired to conserve their
remaining stamina and begin the long
ride home. Most felt the tour to be re-
warding and the day a pleasant though
tiring one.

Broad Center for the Biological Sciences. Caltech’s
new Brain Imaging Center isin the basement.
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by Mary Oran
This month’s selections are good books
to take with you - on the plane, at the
beach, in the waiting room; wherever
you may go, they will keep you en-
grossed.

First up is Thelnterpreter by Suzanne
Glass. Thisnovel isabout atranslator at
an international medical conference who
accidentally overhears about a poten-
tially revolutionary HIV cure. Unbe-
knownst to her, the secret is being kept
by an Italian researcher that sheis close
to. Suspense, moral dilemma, love story,
and insight into an interpreter’s job are
all offered here in a short but intriguing
tale. (Please note: a movie by the same
name is about to be released; from the
looks of the trailers, the movie is not
related to the book!)

If you are in the mood for a good mys-
tery series, and you haven't yet become
acquainted with Martha Grimes, check
out her Man With A Load of Mischief,
the first of 18 books in her Richard Jury

\AAAAAAAAAAAAAA A4/
g Invitation ¢
. As announced previously, Lynn .
¢ Edwards and John Taber were ¢
@ married privately last December. @
¥ Now they would like to share with @
@ all their friends, past, present and ¢
@ future, the joys of their new life in ¢
< their freshly remodeled home. Join g

the celebration, arriving any time 3
@ between 2:00 and 6:00 pm at their ¢
@ home, 37 Harbor Sight Drive, @

@ Rolling Hills Estates, on Sunday, @

series. Jury is a Scotland
Yard Inspector, intelli-
gent and introspective,
who has some delightful
friends and neighbors
who are “regulars’ in the
books. These are sus-
penseful  stories with
heavy doses of wit. Each
title in the series refers to an English
pub. If you want escapism, try these!

Paul Theroux’s Dark Star Safari is the
story of an overland journey from Cairo
to Cape Town. The natural order of
Africa is frolicking children, laboring
women and idle men. In Africa, unfor-
tunately, no one's lifetime is long
enough to accomplish anything substan-
tial or see any task of value completed.
This is what Theroux shows in the 500-
page New York Times bestseller. It is
an interesting story of a troubled conti-
nent and is sure to appeal to anyone with
aninterest in Africa

Child of My Heart by Alice McDer-
mott shows us a summer through the
eyes of Theresa, the 15-year-old narra-
tor. Sheis on the brink of womanhood,
an only child, who interacts with various
people on Long Island, revealing her
hopes, her wisdom, and her caring. Itis
an engaging story that reminds you of
the potential and yet the bittersweet real-
ity of life.

Hats Off!

A Natural History of the Senses (Diane
Ackerman) was a text in one of our
discussion groups, and a participant
thought it was so good that she recom-
mended it for this column. The book is
composed of a series of essays grouped
according to the human sense with
which they deal. The opening sentence
of the book - “Nothing is more memora-
ble than a smell” - launches one into
some rich writing that is a splendid ex-
ample of creative non-fiction. There is
much to learn here and it is all fascinat-
ing as the author (whose life experiences
are broad, unusual, and often surprising)
plays with your mind.

And finally, Lewis Thomas, a biologist
who writes fascinating essays on a vari-
ety of topics, has a little gem of a book
caled Late Night Thoughts on Listen-
ing to Mahler’s Ninth Symphony. This
series of essays is about humanity, life,
science, and their interconnectedness.
Read about the brain, altruism and mu-
sic, and much more. A delightful variety
isoffered in splendid prose.

Whether you' re packing your bags, your
purse, your picnic basket, consider one
of these readings to entertain and
enlighten!

Thank you to Merle Culbert, Marilyn
Denno and Patricia Edie for contributing
tothislist. Please send your titles, with the
author’s name and a brief description to
msoran@sbcglobal.net. Please put
“Omnilore books’ as the subject. We look
forward to hearing fromyou!

The Coordinator Committee, Mary Jo Little, Joe Carrier and
Dorothy Fahrney, want to give a special thanks to all the coor-
dinators and co-coordinators of the Spring 2005 courses. Without
the efforts of Ralph Brown, Marie-France Brush, Marian Buck, %
Marvel Burke Echo & Perry Davis, Ann Du Puy, Jay & Patricia
Edie, Sam Feinstein, Hal Fenton, Sheila Hoff, JoAnna Kerrigan,
Sally Konstan, Helen Leven, Gemma Sharfenberger, Mary Jo
Little, Joyce Loranger, Jeanne Miller, Tom Rische, Mike Scor -
dan, Nancy Sinclair, Sandra Spearman, Rick Spillane, Marty Ste-

vens, James Sweeney, John & Lynn Taber, Grace Tanaka, John Vehrencamp
and Whit Wilson, the trimester would not have been the success it was.

@ May 29th. Drinks and light food *
@ will be served. No gifts, please,

: except your friendship. g
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Out on a Limerick
by Edward H. Green
Doin' its Own Thing

Thefirst law of Newton | sing

My voice has arelevant ring:

"An object |eft free

Of hassleswill be

Engrossed in just doing its thing."

¢ Welcome New Members!

Jan Avent .
Robert Beach Janice Plank, aso anew
Marianne Brandt Member, asks that her
Brad Carss name be pronounced Jan-

Karen DuPree EESE - not - JAN’ice!

Hal & Ruth Hart

Elizabeth Kramer
Russdll Lefevre
Gorden Reiter
CaroleSimone

John Smith

James Stewart

Eleanor Weaver

where | grew up
(Kansas),” she says,
“amost al of the girls
who were named Janice
were pronounced Janiece,
but here in California that
isnot the case.”

“In the part of the country

In the last newsletter we con-
Vb gratulated Walter Skiba upon
it fymarying Amy Jackson on
L January 15th. It turns out his
"5 blushing bridewas and is Pam
&% Jackson, so now we'reblush-
1 ing at getting it wrong!
™ Pam Skiba Wewishyou
and Walter the best that love can offer -
including a well-deserved sense of humor!
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First Day of Summer Trimester
Mother’s Day
Stock Market SIG - 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. - Room 8
Membership Committee Meeting - 12 Noon - Room 7
Board of Directors Meeting - 12 Noon to 2 p.m. - Room 7
Brown-Bag Science (BBS) Series- 12 to 1:00 p.m. - Room 7
String Theory and the Universe (see article, page 1)
Panel: John Stevens, Dan Stern, George Clark
Hiking Group - 10 a.m.
Stock Market SIG - 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. - Room 8
Computer Talk - 12 noon to 1 p.m. - Room 7
Carol Johnson: Excel for Class Schedules
Memorial Day

Board of Directors Meeting - 12 Noon to 2 p.m. - Room 7

Stock Market SIG - 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. - Room 8

Membership Committee Meeting - 12 Noon - Room 7

Input Deadline for July-August Newsletter

Brown-Bag Science (BBS) Series- 12 to 1:00 p.m. - Room
Gene Turner: Is the World Running Out of Energy?
(see article, page 1)

Hiking Group - 10 a.m.

Father’s Day

Computer Talk - 12 noon to 1 p.m. - Room 7
Ginger Engstrom: Digital Photography

Stock Market SIG - 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. - Room 8

IMPORTANT:

Calendar changes and additions are scheduled with
Carol Johnson (310) 372-8535 - CNordJ@sprynet.com

OMNILORE

CALENDAR
2005

Omnilore, CSUDH

Division of Extended Education
PMB 236

P.O. Box 7000

Redondo Beach, Ca. 90277-8710



